
May 2022

Member Mee�ng
IN PERSON

Friday 27th May
Ringwood East Elderly Citizens Hall,
2-8 Laurence Grove, Ringwood East

Parking is available behind the hall (Melway map 50 B8)
and can be accessed via Knaith Road.

To a�end, you will need to be fully vaccinated.
Please enter via the FRONT door from 7:30pm.

The back door will only be open to allow Chris Fletcher
to bring in her plants. The mee�ng starts at 8pm.

The sign-in book and name tag box will be on a table
just inside the internal entry door to our mee�ng room.

Seven Days Perth to Perth
Bruce Schroder

Western Australia is of course the Mecca of
wildflowers in Australia. For a na�ve plant nut, a visit in
spring is the ul�mate pilgrimage. This na�ve plant nut
had only ever travelled to the west once: back in 1997
on a 3 month – July to September – road trip with Jill
and the girls. The trip took us up through the centre to
Darwin, down the west coast to Perth and back across
the Nullarbor to Melbourne.

The la�er part of the trip was of course planned
around spring wildflowers in the west. It was also the
tail end of a long journey for 2 some�mes irritable
primary school age girls and 2 parents who were just a
bit sick of the almost daily se�ng up and breaking of
camp, dust, dirt, flies and the general lack of home
comforts. My incessant roadside stops to look at
something that caught my eye were understandably
star�ng to grate!

Can you imagine my delight then, when in winter
2018, a�er 4 years of re�rement, Jill suggested we fly to
Perth to look at the wildflowers! And so, a 10 day mid-
September trip was planned, 3 days in Perth and 7 days
on the road.

Specimen Table
Please contribute specimens for the May mee�ng with

their names a�ached if possible. As each specimen is
displayed by the presenter, a piece is also taken to put
under the document camera so that it can be clearly
shown on the screen. This can present difficul�es if the
specimen is very small. Hence, if possible, please bring 2
pieces of small material (�ed together).

Excursion
Monday 30th May at 10 am

Wirrawilla Rainforest Walk, Toolangi
Sylvia Creek Road, Toolangi (Melway Page 10 Q2)
This month we are having an excursion to Wirrawilla

Rainforest Walk instead of a visit to a garden. This is a very
popular area with weekend visitors, so it will be easier to
visit on a Monday. The area is looked a�er by Parks
Victoria.

This ou�ng will take the form of a morning get-
together with a BYO morning tea followed by a short walk
on the boardwalk through the Wirrawilla Rainforest area.
All up, it is quite an easy short walk along a babbling creek
and we will see many ferns, fungi and forest trees along
the way.

A�er the walk we can enjoy a BYO picnic lunch.
Travel via Healesville, turning le� (opposite The

Beechworth Bakery) and travel along St Leonard Rd
(formerly Myer Creek Rd) for 12 kms. Turn right into Sylvia
Creek Rd (a well-made dirt road) and travel for 4 kms �ll
the Wirrawilla turn off.

We hope to meet you in the carpark at 10am.
(There is a unisex toilet at the car park. We found it to be

very unclean. Maybe a stop off at Healesville would be wise.)

Help at Member Mee�ngs
Supper is proving to be very popular. However, we do

need help from a couple of volunteers to serve the drinks
through the servery. (This is a safety issue.)

If you find you have a chance to get to the hall by
7:30pm, we also need helpers to set up chairs, and helpers
to pack them away at the end of the mee�ng.

Many hands make light work. If a few of us take turns
then each of us may only need to do it once a year.
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Chris spoke of his trip to the Victorian Alps with APS
Keilor Plains members and some “ring-ins” from other
groups. The walks through the Alps took in Mt St
Gwinnear, Mt Buller, Falls Creek and the Bogong high
plains, Mt Hotham and Lake Mountain.

Interes�ng geological facts of this region include:
• The Victorian Alps bedrock was formed in an
ancient ocean between 530-400 million years ago
but the mountains only formed 10 million years
ago.

• The mountains are flat and round when compared
to other prominent ranges around the world
because of 2 factors: that they were formed from
con�nental spli�ng and that they were not tall
enough to develop large glaciers. It is the erosion
from ice that produces jagged edges.

• The Victorian Alps are s�ll being influenced by plate
tectonics, driving the range up 70m each million
years.

• The highest peak in Victoria is Mt Bogong at 1986m.
Alpine plants adapt to alpine growing condi�ons of

low temperatures, frost, snow, wind, high rainfall and
high UV light by developing features which include:

• Leaves that are thick and that have a high
concentra�on of oils. e.g. Eucalyptus pauciflora ssp.
pauciflora.

• Plants hug rocks and are reduced in size to reduce
the effect of wind and frost.

• Some plants are carnivorous and grow in bogs. e.g.
Utricularia dichotoma (Fairies Aprons, grows in s�ll
to slow-moving fresh water).

• Plants grow fast and flower in a short growing
season.

• Plant roots may contain high levels of stored
carbohydrates, ready for spring growth.

• Frost hollows have fewer trees and shrubs and
more grasses and herbaceous flowering plants.

• Seeds are dormant un�l the temperature is right
for germina�on.

• Flexible stems to avoid breaking under snow.
There were LOTS of daisies and they occurred in

great swathes. The family Asteraceae has dozens of
species that only occur in the Victorian high country.
Snow daisies (Celmisia) and Billy bu�ons (Craspedia)
have several species that were difficult to dis�nguish in
the field. There were several Brachyscomes and these
were dis�nguishable by the forms of their leaves and
stems.

Ewar�a nubigena (Australian Edelweiss) is a daisy
but looks like a succulent, it formed a dense carpet and
was confined to higher parts of the Alps.

In forests and heath areas above 1500m were found
Wahlenbergia gloriosa (Royal Bluebell) and
Colobanthus affines (Alpine Coloban) grew above
1600m.

Scleranthus biflorus (Cushion bush) is a beau�ful

ground cover that can be grown in the garden but must
be kept moist. Arthropodium milleflorum (Pale Vanilla
Lily) is another lovely plant for the garden and is hardy.

There were peas: Hovea montana, Podolobium
alpestre, Pultenaea muelleri (endemic to Mt Baw Baw).
There were orchids including Pterostylis alpina
(Mountain Greenhood) which was widespread and
Diuris mon�cola (Highland Golden Moths). Stylidium
montanum (Alpine Trigger Plant) had flowers that were
a deeper pink and wider leaves than S. graminifolium,
and were very a�rac�ve to bu�erflies. Grevillea
australis (Alpine Grevillea) occurred on the higher
peaks and had masses of white flowers. They were
prickly and spreading, whereas G. victoriae (Royal
Grevillea) had red flowers, were larger shrubs and grew
in more shelters loca�ons.

Other notable plants include 2 classic alpine plants -
Pimelea ligustrina ssp ciliata and Tasmannia xerophila
(Alpine Pepper), as well as Podocarpus lawrencei
(Mountain Plum Pine) which is very slow growing and
long lived (600-100years).

There were of course fungi, including Aseroe rubra
(Anemone s�nkhorn). Fauna seen included a diversity
of insects – the Mountain and the Alpine katydids, the
Colourful Yeelana, rare and found only on Mt Baw Baw
and Mt Kosciuszko, the Small Radia�ng Carpet Moth,
and the Spo�ed Alpine Xenica.

Chris closed the talk with a photo of a beau�ful

Flame Robin spo�ed on Mt Hotham. Many thanks to
Chris for showing us this beau�ful region worthy of a
visit and explora�on.

Ozothamnus alpinis

The following summary of this presenta�on by Chris Clarke has been compiled from
Chris’ talk at our April mee�ng, and from his ar�cle “Summer in the Victorian Alps”

published in the March edi�on of APS Victoria’s journal, Growing Australian.
Wri�en up by Diane Hedin

A Snapshot of Victoria’s Alpine Flora

Aciphylla glacialis (Mountain Celery)

Herpolirion novae-zealandiae
Celmisia ssp – lots of species.

Wahlenbergia gloriosa

Pentachondra humila

Utricularia dichotoma
Ewar�a nubigena

More pictures on page 10�
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Russell’s property has significant areas of bushland,
and extends to Mullum Mullum Creek. A lot of the local
eucalypts, par�cularly Yellow Box (Eucalyptus
melliodora), self-seed, and he has dug up many of these
babies to transplant to other areas of the garden. This
has been very successful. (He now says that he was
blissfully ignorant of thinking that this might be difficult
to achieve!)

The non-indigenous area close to the house has
some exo�c plants. These include salvias, which he has
for the bees (he has hives on the property), and a few
fruit trees. But he is passionate about Australian plants
and is con�nually increasing the number of them. Non-
indigenous na�ves planted around the house include a
prostrate form of Goodenia ovata, several forms of
Acacia cognata, Hakea laurina, Templetonia retusa and
a number of different correas. Westringias are used to
fill gaps throughout the garden.

Indigenous species are mainly in areas further from
the house, par�cularly down by the creek. Species
include several different pomadderis species, low-
growing Myoporum insulare, Indigofera australis,
allocasuarinas, Acacia melanoxylon, Kunzea leptosper-
moides and local correas.

A family of Powerful Owls live in Russell’s neighbour’s
property next door. The owls have recently started to visit
a pine tree (a large remnant tree from the early days) in
Russell’s front garden. Diane Hedin spo�ed an adult
Powerful Owl in this tree, and then we realised that there
were also two chicks cuddling together close by.

When Bev Hanson arrived for the visit, she realised
that she had landscaped a property further down the
street some years ago. It turned out that Russell knew
that property well and had been good friends with the
then owner. At that point, Caryl Wightman realised that
she also knew this man as they had worked together.
We have so many connec�ons in our lives!

Many thanks to Russell for allowing us to visit with
him and his wonderful garden. Also, thanks to Peter
Smith for cooking an apple cake for us to share with our
cuppa.

Sue Guymer
April Garden Visit – Russell Watkins garden

The end of the day.

A�ernoon Shadows. Goodenia ovata prostrate

Acacia cognata wave Acacia seeds

Powerful Owl chicks.

Joe explaining something.Westringia sp.

Bridge over the li�le creek.
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Acacia beckleri – Peter and Alison Rogers brought this
along, their plant is about 2.5m high and has just come
into flower. There was some discussion as to whether it
was Acacia beckleri – the doubt arising because the
flower heads did not appear as large as some�mes can
happen with this species. Geoff Lay took the specimen
away to iden�fy it, and since the mee�ng he has
reported as follows:

“The plant on the specimen table was Acacia
beckleri ssp. beckleri. This grows from the Eyre
Peninsula in SA through to Broken Hill in NSW. A
separate subspecies with larger flower heads which
only grows in the Flinders Ranges has been
separated off. This is Acacia beckleri subsp.
megaspherica, and being more showy is the one
more likely to have been seen in the trade.”

For those who wish to read further re the two
subspecies, see h�ps://data.environment.sa.gov.au/
Content/Publica�ons/JABG22P063_OLeary.pdf

Correa reflexa – Andrea brought this along, in a pot
and brilliantly in flower. Andrea explained that it was a
form from Beaufort.
Correa pulchella ‘Snow White‘ – Tim Morrow brought
this specimen along. He s�ll has its original plant label,
which is somewhat degraded and some informa�on is
lost, but it does say size 1m x 1m, white flowers in
autumn, and benefits from hard pruning.

Correa sp. – this was an uniden�fied species that Tim
Morrow brought along. He collected some cu�ngs a
number of years ago along the road to the Merimbula
Racecourse, where it was prominent but not overly
abundantly distributed. It didn’t appear to have been
planted there. Since Tim and Helen have had it in the
garden, it is recently that they have had sca�ered
seedlings popping up. The size of the mature bush is
about 1.2m x 1.5m. With its reasonably closed form,
Tim suggests it could make a good hedge.
Eremophila debilis – a specimen from Chris Clarke, an
excellent small prostrate shrub.

Persoonia pinifolia – Merele Webb admires the
beau�ful weeping habit of this plant. Merele
comments that the fruits (drupes) of the plant are
edible, and she suggests there must be an opportunity
for someone to develop this from a commercial point
of view.
Eucalyptus erythrocorys – a small mallee gum tree
4-8m tall with large rectangular buds that open to
bright yellow flowers.

Grevillea ‘Katherine’s Sister’ – another specimen from
Merele, a grevillea with bright red flowers and
wonderful silvery leaves. Her plant is about 2m high,
and 2.5m wide, but she thinks it could get to 3-4m high
(but for the possums that have a liking for it), and it
could grow wider if allowed. Her plant is gra�ed, and is
a hybrid with one parent G. banksii. Merele got her
plant from Phil Vaughan, who developed it. It is named
for Katherine (a daughter of Phil) – there was another
plant called Grevillea ‘Katherine’, so this is a “sister”
plant to that.

Stenocarpus sinuatus – both Chris Clarke and Peter
Rogers brought this along. Expect it to take a long �me
un�l its first flowering – Peter’s plant, which has been
flowering since January, took 15 years to flower.
Spyridium phlebophyllum – this is a favourite plant of
Merele, and she notes that it is quite spectacular in a
spot where it stands out, for example along a driveway.
She had five at one stage, sourced from Kuranga
Nursery. A long-flowering plant, and Merele
recommends regular �p pruning to promote more
branching.

Grevillea stenomera – this specimen from Chris Clarke
came from a gra�ed plant. It is well worth growing for
its a�rac�ve silvery grey foliage.

Our thanks to Chris Clarke and Andrea Dennis for leading the Specimen Table at our April mee�ng.
Bill Aitchison

April Specimen Table

Stenocarpus sinuatus

Stenocarpus sinuatus

Grevillea ‘Katherine's Sister’

Spyridium phlebophyllum

Correa sp.

Correa reflexa var reflexa

Acacia beckleri

Correa pulchella

Eucalyptus erythrocorys

Eremophila debilis

Grevillea stenomera
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On Saturday 30th April, Bernard and I a�ended the book
launch of Trevor Blake’s new book, ”Lantern Bushes of
Australia; Thomasias & Allied Genera”.

These plants are rela�ves of the Hibiscus family and
Trevor states: “The hor�cultural value of this group is
worthwhile exploring with some excellent species that would
be ideal in gardens with many flowering for lengthy periods.”

It was a great a�ernoon, with a large audience who
enjoyed remarks by Roger Elliot, Jane Canaway (who edited

the book) and Trevor himself.
Trevor and Beryl have been members of APS Maroondah

for a number of years, and we o�en visited their garden in
East Ringwood, and also their current garden in Thornbury.
Many members of the group were present, and it was
especially nice to see some of the older members including
Noel and Melva Griffiths.

Congratula�ons to APS Keilor Plains who published the
book and hosted the a�ernoon. Well done to all.

Trevor Blake’s Book Launch
Dallas Boulton

This is the tenth in a series of ar�cles on members of the Rutaceae family
wri�en by Marilyn and illustrated by George.

Marilyn Bull and George Stolfo
Rutaceae Ruminations

Crowea saligna
(Willow-leaved Crowea)

Crowea saligna is a spectacular garden plant from the
sandstone areas of Sydney. It is a medium shrub about 1-
2 m x 1-2 m with light green leaves and pink flowers to
35 mm which are sca�ered singly in axils up the stem.
The petals are thick and waxy. A special feature is that it
waits un�l all the spring and summer flowering is over to
shine during autumn and winter.

The leaves are aroma�c, smelling lightly of aniseed
when crushed. I find it is not as strongly aroma�c as C.
exalata. They are up to 8 cm long. The branches are
angular with ridges flowing from the stem to the leaves.

C. saligna is adaptable in a garden situa�on provided
it has dappled to semi-shade. It likes well drained soil
which may be moist. Mine are in very dry clay soil. On
very hot days they do appreciate some extra watering.

Plants can be pruned if desired. The best way is to cut
some flowers which last well. It is also a useful container
plant provided it is not allowed to dry out.

This is another excellent Rutaceae for your garden,
showy, not too big, and an off season flowerer.

Neighbours 4 Nature
Dallas Boulton

The “Neighbours 4 Nature” program is designed to
see the development of habitat corridors by allowing for
the natural movement of flora and fauna. By
establishing these “Stepping Stone” backyard gardens it
is hoped that the areas of remnant bushland will
naturally connect and therefore survive and thrive.

The project is a partnership between Central
Ringwood Community Centre (CRCC), Maroondah City
Council and CRISP Nursery.

Recently your commi�ee has donated $600 to this
on-going project on your behalf. Our dona�on of $600
will see 100 residents (in a targeted area) given 4 plants
each and a consulta�on with a member of Maroondah
Bushland team advising on plan�ng the indigenous
species on their property.

It is hoped to also:
• create a registry of new gardens,
• increase awareness of the importance of

conserva�on
• foster in residents a desire to care for and about

the natural environment.
• increase communica�on between the

Maroondah Bushland team, CRISP nursery and
residents.

Newsle�er Contribu�ons
Thank you to those members who contributed to

this, and previous, edi�ons of Kunzea.
What can you provide? Perhaps photos of your own

Australian plants, or flora you have seen in the wild. If
you can provide plant names, and even an few words to
go with the photos, that is even be�er.

Kunzea is only as good as the items that you send in
– no contribu�ons, no Kunzea! Don’t leave it to others;
they are probably leaving it to you!

Please email contribu�ons to aitchguy@gmail.com,
with high resolu�on photos.

Australian Plants Society Ballarat District 
Winter 2022 

NATIVE PLANT SHOW 

 
DISPLAYING THE REMARKABLE DIVERSITY 

of 
AUSTRALIAN FLORA 

GROWING IN BALLARAT GARDENS in WINTER 
 

NATIVE PLANTS for SALE 
 

Saturday 25 June     10:00am – 4:00pm 
Sunday    26 June     10:00am – 4:00pm 

 
ADMISSION $5 

 
ROBERT CLARK HORTICULTURAL CENTRE 

Ballarat Botanical Gardens 
(Next to the Conservatory) 

Access from Wendouree Parade or Gillies Street 
 

*Any Covid19 regulation that is in place at the time of the Show will be 
strictly adhered to* 

 

INTERNET: www.apsvic.org.au 
EMAIL: aps_ballarat@yahoo.com.au 

CONTACT: P: 5341 5567 

Trevor with a dra� of a key for Lasiopetalum –
all of 2 m long!

Members of APS Keilor Plains.

There was a good a�endance at the book launch.
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Eltham Community & Reception Centre 

801 Main Road, Eltham 

native & indigenous plants, books on related subjects,  

Pots & gift stalls, new displays, refreshments & more 

Adults $5, Concessions $4 

Organised by  Australian Plants SocietyYarra Yarra Group  Inc No. A0039676Y 

Fabulous Peas Seminar Update
15th and 16th October 2022

A reminder that our Group is hos�ng the 14th FJC
Rogers Seminar on Fabulous Peas on the weekend of
15th and 16th October. A hardcopy of the Registra�on
Form is being distributed with this newsle�er, and an
electronic version can be found in the “2022 - Fabulous
Peas” sec�on of the APS Victoria website
(apsvic.org.au).

Early bird discount fees apply un�l the end of June,
so if you are planning to a�end the Seminar, we
encourage you to register sooner rather than later.

The Seminar is being organised by a small sub-
commi�ee of our members, being Peter and Alison
Rogers, Marilyn Bull, Bev Fox, Bill Aitchison, Sue
Guymer and Alison Fisher. Alison Fisher has only
recently joined the sub-commi�ee, and we extend a
thank you and special welcome to her.

In the period leading up to the Seminar, and
especially on the weekend itself, there will be a variety
of tasks for which we will need assistance from our
members to ensure the Seminar is a success. If you
believe that you would be able to help us, please
contact or speak to any member of the organising sub-
commi�ee, or email us at
fabulouspeas2022@gmail.com. Hovea ellip�ca

Euphrasia eichleri Stylidium armeria ssp. armeria

Looking for a New
Contents Editor

Sue Guymer is looking for a break from this
job. She has done various parts of the editor role
for about 20 years, and feels that both she and
the quality of the content could benefit if a new
Contents Editor were to take over.

This is a great opportunity to get more
involved in APS Maroondah, learn more about
Australian plants and get to know other
members be�er. You don’t need to be on the
Commi�ee (unless you want to, of course).
When Sue took it on in the late 1980s, she had
only been a member for a few month, and
wasn’t on the Commi�ee.

Is this a job for you? Even if you were
prepared to do this every second month, it
would be a great help to Sue and a wonderful
way to give something back to APS Maroondah.

Please contact Sue on aitchguy@gmail.com
or 9872 3583 for more informa�on.

Eucalyptus pauciflora ssp. pauciflora (Snow Gum)

Grow Some Plants from Seed
Following our March mee�ng on the subject

of propaga�on from seed, a small group of
members accepted the invita�on to have a go at
propaga�ng some species, including some of the
more difficult ones.

The Group met in April and are now having a
go at growing a range of species, some easier
than others. The group now numbers 7, and
would welcome any other members who would
like to join in the fun.

If you are interested, please contact Bill
Aitchison (aitchguy@gmail.com, 98723583).

Craspedia maxgreyi

Podolobium alpestre

Arthropodium milleflorum (Pale Vanilla Lily) Podocarpus lawrencei (Mountain Plum-pine)

More pictures from ‘A Snapshot of Victoria’s Alpine Flora’
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Our mee�ngs will normally be held on the 4th Friday of the month,
with the garden visit on the following Sunday.

Ac�vi�es in 2022

APS Maroondah Mee�ngs
(4th Friday of the month)

24th June – Andre Messina: Daisy Family.
22nd July – Chris Larkin: Hakeas.
26th August – Bill Aitchison and Peter Rogers:

FJC Rogers Seminars.
23rd September – Jason Caruso: Eucalypts.
28th October – Russell Wait: Eremophilas.
25th November – Grand Specimen Table.

Sunday 11th – Friday 16th September 2022
ANPSA Conference, hosted by APS NSW at Kiama.

Saturday 15th & Sunday 16th October 2022
14th FJC Rogers Seminar on “Fabulous Peas”,
hosted by APS Maroondah at Mt Evelyn.
Please send expressions of interest to
fabulouspeas2022@gmail.com
Registra�ons are NOW OPEN.
You will find the form at
h�ps://apsvic.org.au/�c-rogers-seminar- 2022/

Seminars and Conferences

APS Maroondah Garden Visits
26th June – Kathy Cook and Ken Sikaris garden,

Eaglemont.
24th July – Chris Larkin garden, Lysterfield.
28th August – David Ligh�oot garden, Surrey Hills.
25th September – Bower garden, Mitcham.
30th October –Wait garden, Riddells Creek.
27th November – Geoff and Jannie Lay garden,

Box Hill North.

Winter Plant Sales
25th & 26th June – APS Ballarat Winter Flower Show,
Robert Clark Centre, Ballarat Botanic Gardens,
Gilles St, Ballarat, from 10am to 4pm.
23rd & 24th July – RBG Cranbourne Friends Plant Sale,
Australian Garden (near kiosk), RBG Cranbourne, from
10am to 4pm.

Interes�ng Facebook Pages and Groups
Jill Lulham

For those of you using Facebook, have you checked
out these na�ve flora & fauna Pages and Groups? (and
there are lots more):

Australian Na�ve Plant Enthusiasts forum
Victorian Indigenous Gardeners
Indigenous Flora of Melbourne
Australian Na�ve Plants
Field Naturalists Club of Victoria
Victorian Birders
Wildflowers of Melbourne
Grevilleas Q & A
Banksia Lovers Group
Old Man Emu Bush
Correa Lovers
Nuts about Gums
Australian Daisies and their Allies
Eucalypt Australia Community
Australian Na�ve Plant No�ceboard & Marketplace
Australian Na�ve Plants & Bush Tucker
plus all the APS Region and District Group pages,
including Wildflower Society of Western Australia,
Na�ve Plants Queensland, and Top End Na�ve Plant
Society.
Search for these Pages/Groups within Facebook and

you will be surprised at the wealth of informa�on there.
A few are private groups that you will have to "Join"
before you can see the posts (but it doesn't cost
anything - usually you answer a few ques�ons to ensure
you are bona fide). You will need to Like/Join or Follow
the page to get occasional updates from the Page.

The more you Like, Comment (or post) on individual
posts, the more posts from that Page that Facebook is
likely to send you. If you want to see all the posts on a
Page/Group, you have to go to the Page/Group to see
them - Facebook won't no�fy you of them all.


